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Opening Remark by Mr. Toshizo ISO, Governor of Hyogo Prefecture

The Hyogo Prefecture faces the three challenges. Firstly, the stability of living needs to be ensured
for the elderly persons. Communal care is of special importance. Secondly, the liveliness of streets is
hoped to be restored, although it is not easy. Thirdly, preserving and relaying the experience of
earthquake and lessons of recovery and reconstruction need to be in place, which is expected to lead
to disaster reduction of the future. In view of this, oral histories are being collected from disaster
victims and their families. It is strongly hoped this Forum leads to the formulation of the society of
disaster reduction and disaster culture.
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